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For our Rejoycing is this, the teſtimony of our Conſcience, 
that in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, not with fleſhly 
' Wiſdom, but by the Grace of God, we have had our 
Converſation in this World. es PR 


/ ftor. You have oft heretofore pray d with ſucceſs for 
his Recovery, and praiſed God for it : but at laſt the Veſſel is 
broken, that contain d the precious Treaſure, by which you are 

_ enrich*d for many years. De”. 

I could think 6f no Subje& more for your Benefit, than what 
this Text preſents, and which is inforc'd by his Example who 
was your Guide. 55 805 
St. Paul in theſe words, firſt acquaints the Corinthians what his 


Comſort was, when under the Sentence of Death, ver. 9. and in | 


the repeated Dangers which he had eſcaped, and hoped to be de- 


/ _  livered from, whiles his life was neceflary to the Church, not that he 


expected or deſir d to be always deliver d, v. 1 o. for he lang d to be 
difſolo'd and be with Chriſt,” as far better for bimſelf. Phil. I. 23. 
What hath encourag'd him under foreſeen Danger, and gave 
him hope of Deliverance till his work was kniſh'd, afforded him 
a Triomph over Death, when he afterwards beheld it unavoida- 
ble and nigh, I have fougbt a good fight, Ibave finiſh d my courſe 
and kept the Faith; henceforth there is laid up for me a Crown 
* Rigbteouſneſi. 2. Tim. 4. 7, 8. Thus he rejoyced when he tells 
you, I am ready to be offered, &c. ver. 6. ** 
Adly. Here he aſſigns alſo a Reaſon why the Saints 8 tas 
thank God for his prolonged Life, and continue to pray for it. 
Ver. 10. For tho? their concern for him did not afford him that 
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aithſul Miniſters when their Lives are in hazard, whether 


erſecutors, Diſeaſes, or otherwiſe : And to be ag willing to of- - 
r hearty Thankſgivings to God, when he preſerves their Lives, 


or were it improper to call Miniſters to be ſo uſeful and faith- 
|, that People may be inclined to pray for them, and that with 
ope of Succeſs, But I proceed to the Text, where St. Paul 
peaking of himſelf, tho? in the Plural Number, gives us, 
I. The Character of every true Chriſtian in his Station, and 
a>, more eſpecially in that of the Miniſtry. 
or II. The way by which this becomes evident to one's ſelf ; this 
is s by the Teſtimony of his own Conſcience, eſpecially then awa- 
re ened by a ſerious Proſpect of Death. | 

III. The Joy this, when evidenc'd, affords in the neareſt Pro- 
at pect of Death and Dangers. This is his rejoycing. _ 
no | I. The Character of every true Chriſtian, in bu Station, and 
 [prnoreeſpecially that of bis Miniſtry. What the Apoltle mentions of 
us {himſelf as witneſſed by his Conſcience, is eſſential to all true and 
in freal Chriſtians in their reſpective places; and profeſs'd by all 
uch, as well as by them who are diſpenſers of the Goſpel But 
he, ſthe Sphere of a Miniſter's Motion being larger, and more diffi- 
be cult, bis F idelity is more tried; his Work, Temptations, Op- 
3. [portunities, and Dangers are far Fraue, he has not only the 
ve common Duties of a priyate Chriſtian to diſcharge, but thoſe al- 


m ſſo which are proper for his Office. Therefore to have acquitted 


a- Jhimſelf faithtully therein, is matter of great Joy, and this from 

e Ithe greater hazard of unfaithfulneſs, as well as from the hope of 
higher Rewards, if his truſt be uprightly diſcharged. 

1. Obſ. To hawe a Converſation in this World, not by fleſhly 


$God, & the Property of every real Chriſtian and Godly Miniſter. 

y principal work under this Head, will be to explain the 
Character in the ſeveral parts of it. The Doctrine expreſſeth 
1- the neceſſity of it, when I call it the Property of every true Chri- 
id [an : for this imports, he is not areal, but only a nominal Chri- 
d ifaw, to whom it belongs not. That this Truth needs explicati- 
ſt on, the behaviour of moſt who wear a Chriſtian Name may con- 
b, vince you; for ſurely they have very falſe Notions of it, or 
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dom, nay he acteth contrary to it. 


rhing, and viſibly contradict it by falſhood, Tricking, carnal ſel 
fiſhneſs, and the Proſtitution of Sacred Things to vile purpo 1. 
ſes, as openly as if they ſcorn'd a diſguiſe, after any vile turn inter 
ſerv*d. A Heathen would abhor that Juggling and inſincerity 
which is ſo commonly practiſed, as to ceaſe to be a Wonder. Thi 
Evil I would detect and expoſe, by explaining a true Chriſtia 
Converſation in oppoſition thereto; and ſhall treat of it, as what 
the Character of every Chriſtian as ſuch ; becauſe it may bt 
more extenſively beneficial, and may be eaſily improved by Mi 


niſters in what's peculiar to them: For they can be no Godly Mii 

niſters, who be not real Chriſtians ; and if they be real Chriſtians loo, 
their ſincerity will extend to the faithful Diſcharge of their ſpeci- Iuffe 
al Office. The Character to be inliſted on, does not only oppoſeſſet 


that of the openly Prophane, but the ſeveral excellencies of i ved 
far exceed what meer nominal Chriſtians do practice or arrive at 
yea are oppoſite thereto as contraries : And I ſhall chuſe to di 
ſtinguiſh faithful Believers from Hypocrites, rather then fron 
Men notoriouſly wicked, by the ſeveral parts of the Character 
which are four; one Negative, and three Poſitive. 

1. The true Chriſtian's Converſation is not by Fleſhly Wiſ 
dom. [ES a 
2. His Converſation is in Simplicity and Godly Sincerity. 
3. Fhe ſcope and tenure of his Converſation in this World i 


4. All this is by the Grace of God. 
t. The true Chriſtians Converſation is not by fleſhly Wiſdom. 
Other Negatives are implied in the Text, as Double-minded 


neſs, Inſincerity, Partiality, Inconſtancy, Morality meerly na ou 


tural; but he mentions only this of Fleſhly Wiſdom, becauſe ver 
this is ſo reputable with the World, this is ſo commonly mani Nom 
feſted, this includs much of the others, and is the moſt likely and 
general ground of all baſe and hypocritical Practices. | 
HFvypocrites do walk by fleſhly Wiſdom, whatever Pretencq; 
they make to the Spirit: This forms their Temper, fixeth theiſtrar 
Ends, and direds their Courfe and Methods: This, and noa. 


Spiritual Wiſdom, this, and not thr Word of God, is their lighiſthe 


and rule. But the faithful Chriſtian walks not by fleſhly Wi * 
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purpo 1. He walks not by fleſniy Wiſdom: He purſures not that 
turn i Natereſt as his chief good, which the Wiſdom of the Fleſh prefers; 
ncerityhor guides his Practice by the Maxims of carnal Politicks, how- 
Thiſtver celebrated. He'll not do Evil, that good may come of it. 
wiſtianow. 35 8. He gives Honour to the great, but they ſhall not 
whar Wake his Creed. nor direct his Conſcience, Act. 4 19. He wiſh- 
"ay boch well to the Multitude, but runs not with them to do evil. 
»y Mi He is diligent for a Subſiſtence, but dares not fell his Soul by 
ly Mifwicked Courſes to gain the World. He conſults net Fleſh and 
iſtians Blood, Gal. 1. 6. whether he muſt perform his Duty; no, nor 
ſpeci-Juffers Fleſh to determine what is his Duty: God's Statutes are 
>ppoſeJer before him, Pſal. 18. 22. as the Rule by which he is reſol- 
; of iiſved to act, and juſtlys with Paul, accounts ſuch injurious, wha 
ive at think of him as if he walked according to the Fleſh, 2 Cor. 10. 2. 
to di 2. The real Chriſtian's actings are contrary to the Wiſdom 
front the Fleſh. 45 % 
raters The World brands him for a Fool, becauſe he ſacrificeth his 
Secular Intereſts to his Fidelity to Chriſt, and Poſtpones them to 
Wil 


is heavenly hopes in his ſolicitous Cares and Labour, He, with 
ofes, chuſeth to ſuffer rather Affliction with the People of God, 
ban to enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin; and eſteems the Reproaches of 
briſt greater Riches, than the Treaſures of Egypt. Heb, 11.25, 
26. The Wiſdom of the Fleſh directs him to believe no more 
han he can comprehend by Reaſon, but he'll believe what God 
has reveal'd by the Word, tho? above his Comprehenſion. That 
iſdom invents Modes of Worſhip which are plauſible and pom- 
pous, but he will abide by Chriſt's inſtitutions; Col. 2. 2. how- 
ver plain or mean they appear to Fleſh. Col. 2. 18. That Wife 
dom decries all as' unneceſſary to Religion, which expoſeth to 
great Labour, Charge or Danger; but he abhors.the Maxime, 
which would abate the utmoſt Pains, Expence or Affliction, that 
tenc@ttends the power of vital Religion, which he knows to be con- 
\ theiEfrary to the indulging of the Fleſh, The Wiſdom this good 
d no Man is govern'd by, is of anothar ſort, and repugnant to that of 
 lighhe Fleſh; even that which is from above, Jam. 1. 8. and de- 
Wilſſcribed. Under the Conduct thereof he deſpiſeth the Wiſdom 
f the Fleſh, as ſenſual and deviliſh, yea, as what he is ſure wall 
|, He found at laſt to be conſummate Folly. | 
2. The Converſation of the true Chriſtian is in Simplicity and 
| A » o 
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This part is moſt directly oppoſite to Hypacriſie; and the lif 

and frame of the falſe Chriſtian is the plain Reverſe of it in every 

particular; he is double-minded as ro God and Man. He has 


a Heart that is double, Jam. 1. 8. for he ſerves ambitious, cove- 


tous, voluptuous Purpoſes, under Spiritual pretences, and moſt | 
friendly Aſſurances. Inſtead of Simplicity, which he abhors, | 


he is doubling and deceitful. D ſſimulation he is clothed with, 
Sincerity he is a Stranger to, Hold his beſt Actions to the Sun, 
and they*ll appear groſly faulty, tho now under diſguiſe ; his 


Prayers are without Faith and Feryour : His Charitable Works 
are without love. Were all. Secrets manifeſt, as they will be in 
the day of Judgment, the Hypocrite wou'd be hateful to all; 
and the more fo, for his Cloak of Godlineſs. How full of al- 


low'd Enmity, Self-confidence, Envy,Pride, Atheiſtical thoughts, 
averſion to Duty, Covetouſneſs are theſe painted Sepulebres, Mat. 
23- 27. as Chriſt calls them. He who will judge the Secrets of 
| 4955 can charge them with lying, Cheating, mocking at Sin, 
arrelling with Providence, contempt of ſerious Religion, and 
gratifying one Luſt or other. Sometimes they are perceived by 
others to be in the Gall of bitterneſs, and bonds of Iniquity, 
Act, 8. 21. to which they contribute by their Prophane expreſ- 
fions of Divine things, carnal Compliances when tempted, and 
their final Apoſtacy when tried by a great Bribe, or ſevere Per- 
ſecution. But the Converſation of a ſound Believer is, 

I. In Simplicity. i &73\5Ty[s, what he does is in ſingleneſs 
of heart, Eph. 6. 5. he is what he ſeems, he meaneth what he 
"faith, his deſigns are honeſt, his Eye is ſingle, Luke 11. 34. he 
may be truſted for he will not deceive. He is as Jacob a plain 
Man, Gen. 25.29. he intends to be what he profefieth; and to do 
what he engageth to God and Man; he is a Nat baniel, in whom 
there is no guile allowed, John 1 47. he inſtanceth ſimplicity, in 
his chief end, which is the Glory of God; in his governing rule, 
which is alone the word of God; and in not having regard to any 
iniquity in hit heart. He is candid and open, abhorring all un- 
juſt reſervations and equivocations, when his Prudence is moſt 
fully exercisd. His Charity is apt to make him too credulous, 
for he judging by himſelf hopeth the beſt of all Men. {it 

2 In Sincerity, This Word is of near alliance with the for- 
mer: e tA mplyerc, in its derivation fignifies a thing that __ 
TT | bent 
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bear the Light of the Sun-beams, when examined; and-not 
prove counterfeited or unvaluable : It's joyn'd with Truth, Lee 
as keep the Faſt with the unleavened bread of Sincerity and Truth. 
1 Cor. 5. 8. We are inſtructed by this Word, that the Conver- 
ſation of a true Chriſtian is ſo real, ſo juſt, ſo 3 as 
will bear the ſearch, and be approv'd upon ſtrict examination: 
whence in Goſpel- acceptation the upright Man is called a per- 
fect Man, his Mind is pure, Pſal. 37. 7. his Graces are not 
Counterfeits but Realities. Fob I. 1. He believes with the Heart, 
with the Faith unfeined I Pet. 3. 1. He loves God and Chriſt, 


5 and his Brethren, in truth and in deed Rom. Io. g. There's that 
N of Reality in his Graces and Obedience, as anſwers the Goſpel- 
all; 


F al- 


Rule, 2 Tim. 1 5, 1. Jobn 3. 18. whereby it fixeth the conditi- 
on of its ſaving benefits, tho? they reach not the extent of what's 
his Duty by Precepts of the Goſpel. 
This Chriſtian is ſo upright, that he defires God to ſearch bis 
inwards, Pl. 139. 23. as he appeals to God as to the way he takes, 
O Lord thou knoweſt, Jer. 15. 15, 16. As he approves himſelf 
chiefly to God in what he undertakes; ſo in many caſes he is for- 
ced, and may lay with St. Paul, God is my witneſs. 1 Tbeſt. 
2. 5. 
The beſt Man indeed is very ſhort of legal Perfection; were 
God ſtrict to mark iniquities, and judged us by the Law of works, 
no Man could ſtand at the Bar before him, nor be juſtified in any 
performance or attainment, P/al. 130. 3. his Perſon, his beſt 
Actions and moſt improved Graces, need forgiveneſs for their 
imperfections; and the Merits of Chriſt to make them ac- 
ceptable. He is ſincere in his humble acknowledgment of this, 
his Heart is truly broken in the ſenſe of his guilt and many de- 
fets. - He really admires the riches of Grace, and from his Soul 
eſteems and reliſheth ſpiritual Bleſſings, as moſt agreeable to his 
deſires, wants and inclinations. Sincerity is that which he mind- 
eth, as that without which all his ſeeming Graces are nullities, 
and greateſt performances vain, This the weakeſt Saint is not 
withour, for his prevailing Judgment and Choice are for God; 


as his chief end; for Chriſt. as his only Saviour; for Heaven and F $ 


Covenant Bleſſings, as his chief good, and for Goſpel-Obedience 
and Holineſs as the Perfection of his Nature; and the way to 
poſlels eternal Bleſſings. | _ 3 
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His principal regards to God in his Actions do further inſtan 
this Sincerity, for he is awed by the Eye of God when alone, as 
if obſerved by a Multitude; as he makes conſcience of his ſecret 
Actions, Gen. 39. 9. yea of his very thoughts as well as of 
publick Actions, he appruves himſelf ro God, Pal. 119. 113. 
and is fatiShed with his approbation wherein he is cenſured by 
Men. And his principal care is to pleaſe God whether Men be 

leaſed or no. Gal. 1. 1c. L 
3. This Simplicity and Sincerity is Godly, Ts Ses, the 
Simplicity and Sincerity of God. If you take it for an Hebraiſm 
(which the Apoſtle oft uſeth) it notes the eminency and excel- 
lency, as well as the reality of tneſe; but if you take it in the 
common Sence, it notes an Integrity, of which God is the exem- 


plar, appoiater, author and approver. The Chriſtian in his mea- 


ſure is conformable to God, who is good and upright. P/al. 25. 
1. His perfect Holineſs, Truth, Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs, in- 
clude what is Simplicity and Sincerity in Men. The Bleſſed God 
hath commanded this, and by his Spirit creates it in the Ele. 
Exel. 56. 26. The new heart which he gives, is a new and ho- 
neſt Mind. whence the Power of upright ends, and an inclina- 
tion to honeſt Methods proceed. Sincerity is what God highly 
approves, he loveth it as his own Image, and thereby diſtingui- 
ſheth his peculiar Servants in order to future Rewards; Gladnefs 
3s ſown for the upright in heart, Ibey ſhall dwell in his P. eſence, 


Pfal. 97. 11. Pfal. 111. 13. whereas the Hypocrite is an abo- 


mination to him, and the hotteſt flames of Hell will be his Porti- 
on, Tit. 1. 16. The Goſpel as a Rule of Judgment determins 
the final ſtate of Profeſſors, not meerly as being Sinners, for all 
areſo; Mat. 24. 57. nor yet as perfect and ſinleſs, for none are 
ſuch : But who are ſincere, who are hy pocrinical Profeſſors, bythis 
ſhall rhey be diſcriminated, Much more might be added, to con- 
vince you that Sincerity is no mean, dead, formal thing; bur 
that it is of a Divine Nature, Alliance, Original and Tendency. 
3. The Scope and Tenour of a Chriſtian Converſation in this 
World, is in Simplicity and Godly ſincerity, G0. 
The Scope and Courſe of it is ſo, and not an occaſional ſtep ; 
Kis fo, notwithſtanding all the Diſcouragements in this World, 
and for the whole time he abides in it. oh | 


| The 


3 n 
The Hypocrite's Religion and Obedience is limited, partial and 
neven ; he is devout, Juſt or good, but ee by, tis not his Bu- 
neſs; for that's to gratify his Luſts. His Goodneſs is by ſtarts, tis 


jor his tated walk; for his Converſation is in hu Luſts, his walk is 


ter the Fleſh; Eph. 2. 3. Rom. 8. 13. He is ſeemingly improv'd 
ſome things, but hath not regard to al! the parts of Godlineſs ; 
ch calls to Service he complies with, as are enforcd by ſecular. 
dvantages, but without theſe, the plaineſt Calls are generally diſo- 
yd: He may be ſomewhat exact in ſome Duties, but neglects the 
oſt material in the Station where GOD has plac'd him. Towards 
me Men; and in ſome Company, he behaves himſelf well; 
ut is diſorderly with others. When he meets not with Tempra- 


Hons, he ſeemeth reform'd, but changeth his courſe when ſtrongly 


zulted, and ſeldom recovers ; H goodneſs n as the Mornin 


| loud, Hol. 13.3. it has no root, therefore dies before his Life is 


niſh d. 
But in the real Chriſtian, Sincerity runs as a Line throughout his 
fe, and commands the 3 of it upon all Occaſions ; the Words 
re &!0%G E&P TH Kooud, We convers d, liv'd, and 
zehav'd, in a continu'd ſtared manner, in our paſſage thrv? the 

/orld, in godly Sincerity. This is an eminent part of the Cha- 
acter of a real Chriſtian, and amounts ro theſe 11x Things. 

I. His great Buſineſs is to keep a good Conſcience. Herein Texer- 
iſe my ſelf to have always a Conſcience void of offence towards God, and 
owards Men. Act. 24 16. This, he reſolveth, and ſtudies how 
o do it ; this he earneſtly intends, by ſtriving againſt what may 
inder ir, and taking hold of whatever is helpful to maintain Re- 


gion towards GOD, and Righteouſneſs towards Men; he is at 


dains to have Conſcience well inform d, and is careful to ſecure 
is Peace, by avoiding what it juſtly condemns ; *tis his purpoſe 
0 * able to ſay, My Heart ſhall not reproach me ſo long as I live. Job 


2. He endeavourerh to perform every Duty, as well as ſome ; he 
aithfully ſets himſclf to be holy in all manner of Converſation. 1. Pet, 1. 
5. No Grace nor meaſure of it wou'd he neglect, nor live inthe 
miſſion of any known Duty; he accounts himſelf oblig'd to 
eep his Heart, as well as outward Actions, to forgive his Ene- 
nies, as well as to requite his Friends. Prov. 4. 23. The Duties of 
is general and particular Calling he will be employ d in, as one 
palking in all the Commandments and Ordinances of the Lord blameleſs. 
k.1.A ſincere Veneration of each is witneſs d by his rejecting of 
one; he allows not himſelf by ſloth to fall into any Error againſt 
e Faith, nor to violate the Law by diſregard to any of its Pre- 
epts; but keeps an Ear open to all G O D's Commands, tho hard 


| 10 

and chageable Service be 3 Is he a Miniſter ? He declares 
the whole Counſel of G O D, whoever i difpleas'd ; Acts 20. 27. he 
corrupts not the Word of GOD to ſerve a baſe Turn; but & of 
Stncerity, but as of God, in the fight of God, ſpeketh he in Chriſt, 2.8 
Cor. 2. 17. by Rule he behaveth himſelf in the Houſe of God, 1 Tim. With, 
z: 15. the ſame does the private Chriſtian in all Relations, and 
ides his Face from no part of his Duty. | 
3. The Scope and Tenour of his Behaviour is ſincere ; as Enoch 

be walks with God, Gen. 5.22. and labours to be in the Fear of 
the Lord all the Day long; his Zeal is conſiſtent with Love, and 
Charity does not extinguiſh his Zeal; his Religion is nor by firs, 
but ſteady ; ſincerity is his way of living, as Pray for us, for wellh 
| Eryſt we have a good Conſcience in all things, willing to live boneſtly.| 
Heb. 13. 18. His Way is Uniform, and Righteouſneſs is his Cu} 
ftom , it he turn aſide, he bemoaneth it, and is reſtleſs till he re- 
turn; he prays that GO D would heal his backſlidings, and re 
ſtore him; his Religion is not left in the Church, Pl. 4.1. 4. burfyalk 
carry'd with him to his Houle, to his Cloſer, to his Shop, to every igns 
place; Hoſ. 14. 2. his Godlineſs ends not with the Sabbath, but Sit 
takes hold on him thro? the Week; he is good in Health, as wellhere 
as in Sickneſs; and he acteth ſincerely with al Men, as well as wichÞim : 
ſome Men; his guard is as ſtrict in wicked Company, as if the holi pe al 
eſt Men were preſent, hell not offend his weak, Brother, Pl. 39. 1 KP! 
but deny himſelf in much of his Liberty, rather than be a Snare tqqis w 
him. _ Power gives him no leave to Oppreſs; 1 Cor. 8. 12. 13. he ning 
with-holds not what's Right from the worſt Man, no not fromPant 
his Enemies; he dare not impoſe on the Iznorant, bur deals as juſtlyſPrud 
with ſuch, as if they were Perſons of the deepeſt Underſtanding ch 
Objetion, Haw then comes the Apoſtle to ſay in this Text, P 
That his Converſation was in ſincerity more abundantly towards the Co N 
rinthians ? ; 
Anſwer, He laboureth abundantly among this People in the 
Work of the Goſpel, and yet was ſo far from any mercenary De 
ſign, that he ſupported himſelf by the work of his Hands, when 
he had a Right to a ſupply from them: So that they, of all Men 
had leaſt reaſon to queſtion his Integrity. 1 Cor. 9. 12-15. 
5. He will act with Sincerity under the greateſt Temptations ande le 
Diſadvantages. | | 
This World is full of Snares and Allurements; its Company, it: 
Buſineſs,” its Amuſements are not without hazard. This is a Place 
where Religion is generally abhorr'd, and Men perſecuted for the 


_ Profeſſion of it; the Helps to Piety are very few, and a plain Mai 6. 
is generally ſcorn'd, and made a prey of. This Mord is ſo full off H 
Sharpers, that honeſt Methods will not always give a Livelihood ue 


- 


leclare: 
27. he 


6 > Cm} 4 | | 
d Men of all Callings ſo falſe 2 undermining. that a Man of 


AYR OY the. 


- « offategrity cannot defend himſelf : Yet as bad as this World is, and 
iſt, 2&:-trearment as the Man of Simplicity meets with, the Apoſtle 


Tim, 
„ and 


Enoch | 


ith, My Converſation is in ſimplicity and godly fancerity, and 
ot by fleſhly wiſdom, even in thi World, Every real Chriſtian 
lows his Example, in proſpect of the Comfort it miniſters through 
ze Uſefulneſs of it to the Common-weal, and GO D's approba- 


ear of on of it by his Commands, Example, and Rewards. 


, and 
fits, 
w we 
neſtiy. 
is Cu- 
he re- 


Therefore the Sincere Man labours to keep himſelf unſpotted from 
be World; when the Wicked entice him, he diſdains the Bribes, 
nd watches agaiuſt the Allurements of Sin. With Lot he kee 
can in a filthy place, and is vexed with the Abominations he 
ou'd reform, but cannot. 2 Pet. 2. 7. He is content to be gazed 
as a Monſter among the bewitched Crowd, and to paſs thro? . 


ad re. e World as a Stranger, who wears a Garb, ſpeaks a Language, 
„ but alks by a Law, is accuſtom d to ſuch Manners, purſues ſuch De- 
everyſfigns, and ſeeks a Home, as the World deſpiſes and abhors. 

„but Sincerity inclines him to the Crucifying himſelf to the World, and 
8s wel [hereby to deny fuch Gratifications of the Fleſh as would pollute 
wichbim ; and to bear what's moſt ungrateful to it, rather than ſeem 
holi e aſham'd of Chriſt in his Truth, Intereſt or Members. When 
39. 1Meproaches, Frowns, loſs of Goods, Priſons, yea Death come in 


are tis Way 


fromMWant 


, he has reckon'd on them, and counts them no ſtrange 
3. he hing; bur he is at a point, the Lamb he will follow, his Cove- # 
he mult keep. Rev. 24. 4. He endeavoureth to get, and uſe 


juſtly Prudence, and to avoid all real Indiſcretion, that he may prevent 
ding. Nich Miſchiefs as ill Men deſign againſt him, and are more proba- 
Text, Ple to effect, becauſe they ſcruple nothing: In this Caſe, where 
e CoMmcene Prudence will not preſerve him, he commits himſelf to 
3 OD for ſhelter and ſupport, as ſeems good in his Eyes. Finally, 
n the le is diligent in his Calling, butreckons, that GO thinks that 
y De&nough for him, which is 
whenÞe dangerous. He 


ood Inuues his Integrity, 


* 


Lite gives him no 


* # 


— 


gotten honeſtly, and that more wou d 


is thankful for ſo much Eſteem and Intereſt as 
Men, Hay render him greatly uſeful ; but hell uſe no unjuſt or ſordid 
| ethods, to obtain or continue it. And it GO D permit Men of 
1s anMWaler Tempers to undermine him by Whiſpers, Surmiſes, or viler 
\rts; he refers himſelf to the Providence of G-O D, as knowing 
v, ieÞ< will vindicate him as far as the Service deſign d by him requires, 
lacÞ2d carry on his Work by other Inſtruments, accepting the up- 
r th&ight deſire and behaviour of the Blaſted, inſtead of Service. 


% 


6. He maintains his ſincere Converſation to the aft. ff 
all off He s Faithful unto Death. Whilſt he is in this World, he conti- 
2. 10, and holds on his way; a prolong d 


» 
releale, 
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for his Covenant dedication Was unto 
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his laſt Moments. During Fe. State he adheres to GO D, ec 
abides in CHRIST, ſubmits to his Rule, and defireth to ſerve re 
his Purpotes. The real Chriſtian is perſuaded, that beginning wel 
without Perſeverance, will aggravate his woe, and that all who 
fhall be Saved, muſt endure to the end. Mutt. 24. 13. Therefore he 
is firmly refolv'd in the Strength of Chriſt, to finiſh well, and Dye 
in the LORD. His Race being for Life, he runs, and faints not, 
His Wirfare not being decided 1 Death, he fights ſo as to eli 
overcome at 44ſt. His earneſt Prayer and Hope is to be ſincere, and 
without offence, till the Day of Chriſt. Phil. 1. 10. He is not with- Hand 
out a holy Fear till he harh worked out by Salvation. Phil. 2. 12. HeWhel 
is watchful till his time of Probation is finith'd, that his Heart de- 
part not from G OD, that he be not entangled in the pollutions| 
of the World, that he turn not from the holy Commandment, nor WG 
deſert the Profeſſion of Faith. 2 Pet. 2. 20, 21. He is careful to 
leave this World, prepar'd and ripen'd for a better Country; Heb. 
10. 23. and therefore thinks it not enough to be kept from Apo-Seſt: 
ſtacy, but endeavoureth by adding Grace to Grace, to make his E- Og 
lection ſure; and {> to have a certain and an abundant entrance Go; 
anto the everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt. ot 
The 4th part of the Caracter of the real Chriſtian and godly Py 
Miniſter, is, That his Converſation is by the Grace of God. 1 Pet. 5. N this 
o. Th 
The Grace of GOD is taken chicfly for his ſpecial Fauour; He che 
help'd them much who has believed through Grace: Acts 18. 27. Th 
Alfo, for the peculiar Gifts and Effects of GO D's ſpecial Favour, 
2 Pet. 3. 18. Grow in Grace. We have received Grace for Grace. 1 U nat 
John 1. 16. All Saving Endowments are call'd Grace, becauſe they Þ ren 
are free Gifts flowing from G O D's undeſerv'd Favour, and are 7 
Evidences of our Intereſt in his ſpecial Favour. Sometimes this Do 
word Grace is defign'd at once to expreſs both the Kindneſs of nf 
GOD and the Effects. He reſiſteth the proud, but giveth Grace to ¶ alte 
the humble. Tis alſo taken for the Goſpe/. Theſe are the principal I cor 
Senſes of the Grace of GOD; and what the Apoſtle intendeth. ¶ exc 
As for extraordinary Gifts, and the common effects of Grace for de- Ii 
grees of Reformation, which are ſhort of a Regenerating Work; 12 
they are ſtiPd Grace, but reach not the Apoſtle's ſence in my Text; | 
whereas, 1. GO Us ſpecial Favour. 2. Inherent Grace. And-3. ÞÞ cor 
The Goſpel muſt be intended. | 
This part conſummates the diſtinction between the ſincere Chri- ¶ in 
ſtian, and the Hypocrite. What the Chriſtian is, what he atrains ¶ ſac 
and performs is by the Grate of GOD; he is more than a meer 
Moral Man, as to Temper and State, and acteth beyond him, and 
with another reſpe& to ſupplies of Grace: Of which hereafter. 


| 

4 

C 

: 

\. 
J) 

© 

| 


tion 


, nor 


ul to 
; Heb. 
Apo- 
i E. 
trance 
ſt. 

zodly 


et. 5. 


He 
. 2. 
your, 
ce. 1 
they 
d are 
this 
Is of 
ce 10 
cipal 
deth. 
de- 
ork; 
ext; 


d 3. 


Chris 
rains 


8 


Then Merit devouteſt and beſt Actions ſpring from Nature. 
Ir at beſt from Common Grace : Nor is he an Object of GO D's 
Pecial Kindneſs, or is GO D's Favour what he moſt deſires. His 
races or Virtues are call'd ſo but equivocaly: When he performs 
hat's molt excellent, tis not from a vital Principle; the Hol 

pirit gives no ſuch ſpecial aſſiſtance, as to Saints: His Heart is 
unchang' d, his Spirit unrenew'd ; he derives not ſtrength from 
hriſt by depend ance on him, as a vital Head; nor acteth by Com- 
unications from him, as an united Member. As GO D has no 


delight in him, fo he takes not his higheſt Satisfaction in GOD; 


but his chief good is what gratifies his Carnal-ſelf, which is his chiet 
and ultimate End. And thus its evident, he doth not live, nor 
behave 1H the Word for Converſing in my Text is oft render'd ) 
by the Grace of GD. : 

But the real Chriſtian hath his Converſation by the Grace of 
G OD, A 

I. By the ſpecial Favour of God. 

Note, That GO is of Infinite Power to change, convert, 
eſtabliſh and affiſt, Sc. This Power is exerted in ſock Spiritual 
Operations; «s we believe by thi Power, we are 15 by the Power of 
God throush Faith unto Salvation. Eph. 1. 19. 1 Pet. 1. 5. Bur if 

ou ask, How the Power of GO D comes to be exerted to ſuch 
par 2 T anſwer, It is from his ſpecial Favour in Chriſt ; and 
this is the way all comes to be aſcribed to his Grace or Favour. 
This puts his Arm to work, and opens thoſe / Treaſures, whence 
the Saint is ſupplied and furniſh'd for a Godly Converſation. 
The Chriſtian liveth by this ſpecial Favour of God. 

1. As thi acteth in bim. Its this which works thoſe holy Incl 
nations, and divine Qualities, whereby the Chriſtian is inwardly 
renew*d, and diſpoſed to walk with G O D. 2 Thefſ. 1. 11, 12. 

This mortifies the Fleſh, and dethrones thoſe Luſts which had 
Dominion in him, and would foon recover it but for his Grace. 

This gives us neceſſary aſſiſtance for reſiſting Temptations to 
alter our Courſe, and for performing thoſe Duties wherein our walk 


conſiſteth. All rhe Chriſtian's Graces are derived hence, and by this 


excited and maintained. When he is hard put to, the Grace of GOD 
j ſufficient for him, and by ſtrength made perfect in weakneſ;. 2; Cor. 


I 2. 9. Is the Chriſtian ſtrong ? it's in this Grace that is in Chriſt. 

Had GOD never viſited us with his Favour, this Saint had 
continued dead in his Sins, and without ſtrength. Did his Favour _ 
ceaſe to act, he would ſoon faint, be overcome, and again wallow 
in the Mire. It's this Grace by which he ſtands; this by its Bleſſing 
ſucceeds all means of Perſeverance. 2 Pet. 2. 20. 

2. He liveth by this ſpecial Favour of GOD, & it acteth for him. 


* 

j * 
| 
: 
| 

| 


him? Has he pardon'd ſuch a Word of Sins ? Has he united me 


+ 6. Surely theſe muſt incline 


This chaineth the Tempter, whoelſe would foC and 
overwhelm us. This Grace moderates our Trials, ſhortens our 44 
Exerciſes, proportionsour Burthens, ſuits our Conditions and Cir- pm 
cumſtances, as may be ſafeſt and moſt helpful to our Souls. This IT 
provides the means of Grace, this finds ſcaſonable helpers for in 


 Counſeland Encouragement, and diſpenſeth Afflictions and Mer - Nve 


cies, as our frames makes awakening Warnings or Encouragements Þ 1 
molt proper for our Edification. Rom. 8. 28. | | 
3. He lives by this Grace, as it * affectingiy manifeſted to al 


m. | 

GOD is pleaſed to ſhed bis Love abroad in the Heart, to a Be- ace 
liever's feeling. Rom. 5. 3. This ſweetens the bittereſt * The wh 
Conſolat ions of Chriſt abounding, ſupport the Soul under Perſecu- a 
tions. When he grows remiſs, a ſenſe of what kindneſs GO. has, 5. 
expreſſed towards him, does awaken him to avoid what is offen- Wng 
five and diſhonourable to the bleſſed G O D, and conſtrains him Wea 
to be active and faithful. 2 Cor. f. 5. ind 

He cannot behold what wonders have been produced by the It 
Favour of GOD, without a bluſh, that he makes no better re- He 


turns. Has my GOD beſtow'd his Son, and has Chriſt died for him 


me when I was an Enemy? Has he by his Spirit raiſed me from 5 C 
a dead ſtate, and found me out when 1 was running farther from ion 


to the Lord JESUS, and Adopted me among his Sons, &c. and 
can I forſake him? GOD for bid. I am aſhamed that my Zeal 
is ſo cold, and that I cannot walk more worthy of him. A belie- 
ving proſpect of the great things which Grace has provided for 
him hereafter, does enlarge his Heart, and eſtabliſh his goings. 
Theſe are things too Glorious for the Eye to behold, too great for 
Tongue to utter, or the vaſteſt Imagination to conveive. We know 
not what we ſhall be, that we ſhallbe like Chriſt, and ſee him u he 
, IJohn 3. 2. contains all we can deſire or be capable of. Some 
— and foretaſtes of theſe things repair the Chriſtian's 
rength, and envigorate his Reſolutions. He anſwers 'Temprarti- 
ons with this thought, the Fleſh can offer no ſuch Benefits as theſe 
which I hope for; no, nor as thoſe, which I already enjoy : The 
Light of GO D's Countenance, the Communion I have with 
Chrilt, ſurpaſs all this World can give. How then can I depart 
from this Blefſed One, when I have tafted he thus gracious, 1 Pet. 
2. 3. and alſo when he is ſo good as to Pardon my many Infirmities, : 
accept ſuch imperfect Ser vice, and grant a free acceſs to this Throne of 
of Grace, for Grace and Mercy to ny in every time of need ? Heb. - 
encourage me to follow his is i 


ps, and perſiſt in his Ways. 
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24ly, The Chriſtian Converſation is by Inherent Grace, flowing 


ns our 
d ir- dm that ſpecial Love of G OD. | 
This ¶ The Chriſtian's Converſation is not by fleſhly Wiſdom, bur it 
; * for in Sincerity, by that Grace which is ſubjetiveh. in the Be- 
Mere ever | | 


pings. 


it for 


Fr. This Inberent Grace conſtitutes a great part of the Chriſtian's 
Pnverſation, ny Godwards. The prevalency of a Spiri- 
Mal Life, to the excluſion of the Dominion of the Fleſh, is what 
nominates a ſincere Perſon, He is not in the Fleſh, which every 
converted Perfon is. The truth and reality of Regeneration 
hence this Life begins) is inſtanc'd in the true Fear of GO D, 
a ſincere Faith in Chriſt, and a prevalent Love to G OD. Rom. 
5. Theſe Graces in Truth, are not only neceſſary to our beha- 
Sing well to Men, but as it regards the frame and bent of the 
Heart; the internal Exerciſe of theſe are a part of the Divine Life 
Ind Converſation. 
It's not a Converſation which leaves out the Pulſe, the Bent, 
e Cravings and Motions of the Heart Godward ; for it is. with 
im we have moſt to tranſact and do. Every act of Grace towards 
O D, makes up our living to him; yea, the habitual Diſpoſi- 
ion is what he looks at, as much as at our Exerciſe. My Son give 
ve thy Heart. Prov. 23. 26. 
2. A Heart renew'd by Grace depends on Chriſt for all Supplies 
eceſſary to a Chriſtian Converſation. 
Where Grace his implanted, the Soul is ſenſible of its own in- 
ufficiency to make any Progreſs in GO D's Ways. Whatever 
onfidence the Hypocrite has in his own Stock, the real Chriſtians 
bwn, Not that we are ſufficient as of our ſelves to think a good thought ; 


. Cor. 3. 5. Much leſs to reſiſt ſtrong Temptations, bear heavy 


Sufferings, or perform et Duties in a right manner. He 
heartily afſents to what Chriſt declares, Without me you can do no- 
bing. John 51. 5. Therefore as he is ſolicitous to acquit himſelf 
a true Diſciple of Chriſt, ſo his Eye is directed to him, to inſtruct 
and enable him to do ſo. He depends on him, and ſeeks to him 
for continual Aſſiſtance and Supports. He concludes he ſhall ma- 
nage his Ways . in proporrion to what Supplies are com- 
municated. He can do all things through Chriſt who ſtrengtheneth him. 


Phil. 4. 13. 


3. By the Exerciſe of Inherent Grace, the external Converſation 
of a Chriſtian is managed and maintain'd in Sincerity. 

As outward Duties are dead and empty things, wherein no Grace 
is in act; ſoa Godly Converſation were impracticable, were not 
all Graces in exerciſe. The influences of the Spirit in order to Pra- 


Rice, are immedjazely on the Heart, for the exciting and ſtrength» 


. 


ning the Graces he had there prod 


& 1 4 Hb 2 
( uc'd ; and thoſe excited an 
ſtrengtlined, do enable ro Godly and Upright actings. Faith repre 
ſents G O D's Majetty and Authority to the Mind, which beget 
that Reverence for his Commands as renders us Obedient again; 
all the Threatnings of Men, and the Reluctancy of our Hearts. 


Faith realizeth and inviſible World, whereby we are animarec 


to endure all Sufferings which attend our Proteſſion, awaken'd rf 


avoid what leads to Hell, and fixed in the way which by divine 
Ordination brings us to Glory. By Faith we rely on Thrilr, and 
derive Vertue Bag him, whereby we are enabled to forſak 
what he came to deſtroy, and perform his Demands, expreſſive of 
our fidelity to him, and Obedience to the Father. 2 Cor. 4. 18 


Love in exerciſe enlargeth our Hearts in deſigns for the Glory off 
GOD, in fear of offending him; this makes his Toke egſie, andi 
all his Commands deſirable, and not grievou. By Humility we! 
ſtoop to the meaneſt Duties; by Patience we are kept from Re- 


pining at what we endure in our Chriſtian Courſe ; and by For- 
zitude the Difficulties and Dangers attending us are maſter'd. 
The hope of Glory guards us againſt Affaulrs, and fo fills us 
With a Contempt of this World, that its offers cannot entice us 
to turn out of our way. Godly Fear checks our Vanity, Inconſi- 


derateneſs and Security, that they betray us not to Senſuality and 


Sloth. And by Repentance we recover from our Falls, and are made 
more Cautious of offending, None of the Graces of the Spirit are 
uſeleſs, all of them are active and influential, to render our Con- 
verſation ſincere and perſevering. 

4. A Heart principled with the Graces of the Spirit, aer it 
greateſt Satinſaction in G O D, 4s the moſt agreeable Good. 

Hy loving Kindneſs n; better than Life, Plal. 63. 
of every gracious Soul. He bleſſeth himſelf in what he enjoys of 
GOD, and panes for more. A Man thus diſpoſed mult be care- 
ful ſo to order his Ways as to keep in hn Love, and be afraid of all 
Sin, leſt he Forfeit the Favour of GOD, or intermit the diſco- 
veries of it. | 
A Chriſtian finds that uſually he enjoys more or leſs of GO D, 
as his Converſation is managed: When this is ordered aright, 


680 D ſheweth him hu Salvation. Plal. 50. 23. He communicates 


of it what we need or can bear at preſent, and grants ſuch diſco- 
veries of what is reſerved, as fills the Soul wich Joy. A Man ad- 
miring and affected with thefe Delights,is not only afraid to loſe: 
them by Sin, bur feels himſelf conſtrain'd to appear for GOD 
with zeal, and abound in the Fruits of Holineſs. But, on the other 
hand, he finds when he ſinneth preſumptuouſiy, his Bones are broken, 
Joy removed, the Face of G OD is hid, Pl. 57.8. the Vilits o the 
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Spirit more rare, and his Operations more faint, whereby his 
Soul becomes weakned as to Grace, and almoſt overwhelmed 
as to Coiafort. | 

The Experiences of thefe things contribute greatly to a faith- 
ful Walle. They cannot do otherwiſe with a gracious Perſon ; 
for nothing can pleaſe him, whilſt he ſuſpects his Intereſt in God, 


who is his Portion, and this not only by a wiſe choice, bur as the 


Bent and Inclination of his Heart is fixed on God; for in him it 
finds true reſt as in its Centre; in him it glorieth, whatever it 
can want or ſuffer. And from a well-plealing Senſe of God's 
Love, it mult act with Vigour and Caution too. | 
34ly, The Chriſtian's Converſation is in Sincerity by the Go- 
ſpel, which u the word of God's Grace. It's ſo called Acts 14 3. 


and juſtly, for it's a wonderful Gift and effect of Divine Favour z 


yea, it's term'd the Grace of God. Tit. 2. 11. The Goſpel con- 
tributes many ways to our having our Converſation in Simplicity 
and Godly Sincerity. © 3 X 5 

I. As the Goſpel contains the Rule of this Converſation. Our 
Lord jeſus hath taken into theChriſtian diſpenſation allthe Jaws by 
which his ſincere followers are to taſhion their Hearts and Lives. 
The Godly Man conforms himſelf to theſe. He reſts not with a- 
ny attainments as Graces, except they be what the Goſpel de- 
ſcribes to be ſuch Graces; what comes ſhort of, or exceeds its 
Definitions, he rejects as Counterfeits. | <2 

He avoids nothing as Sin, but what the Word forbids; nor 
accounts that a Duty, which it does not ſome way or other en- 
joyn. But he is as concern'd to keep both to their full extent, 
that ſo no part of Duty may be refuſed, nor Sin of any kind or 
in any degree allow'd. | 

He rejects all falſe Rules and Enthuſiaſtick Opinions, how- 
ever plauſible ; and admits not tnat as part of the Law ot Na- 
ture, which contradicts the Goſpet-Rule. By this he tries all 
prudent Maxims, however celebrated; the Counſel and Cuſtoms 
of Men whatever Raputation they have; and the Laws of the 
Church and of Magiſtrates, whatever be their Sanchon. By 
examining all by this Rule, and yielding a ſincere Obedience to 
it, he avoids what contradicts, and performs what's requiſite to a 
Converſation in Simplicity and Godly Sincerity. | 

2. As the Goſpel includes the proper Motives to a fincere 
Converſation, | Tlie 


e 353 3 
The Chriſtian needs Arguments to perſuade him to embrace 
and abide in a Courſe that is contrary to the Fleſh, and that 

_ expoles him to Labour and Sufferings. He finds in the Goſpel 
ſuch Arguments as are ſuited ro this purpoſe, and by them he is 


oft made willing to croſs the Fleſh; and ſtirred up to perſevering WF 


Endeavours after eminent Holineſs, as what's juſtifiable and bene- | 
ficial. - The Motives are not Carnal or Impure, but chiefly | 
Spiritual and Divine, whereby they are apgrecable to a renewed, 
Nature, and apt to promote holy Reſolutions. | 
ere you find Arguments from God's Nature, Perſections, 
Providence and Authority ; from Chriſt's Love, Sufferings, and 
Interceſſion; from his Deſigns, Aſſiſtances, and his final Judg- | 
ment. By the Goſpel, Life and Immortality are brought to light, WF 
2 Tim. 1. 10. All this diſplay'd Glory ſtrongly excites: All 
the promiſed Bleſſings for Time and Eternity are ſo many To- 
"picks, whence inforcing Motives are deducted. The Chriſtian 
knowing the inviolable Connexion between a godly Converſati- 
on and theſe Bleſſings, feels a Power in theſe as Motives to lead 
that Converſation; neither are Goſpel-Threatnings unapt to this 
- Sd. | | 1 | 
3. As the Goſpel diſcovers things helpful to this Converſati- 
on, and what are Impediments to it. | oil 
Here we are directed how to pray, hear, approach the Lord's 
Table, meditate, examine our ſelves, and offer thanks to God; 
all which are Means which the Chriſtian improves for quickning 
and eſtabliſhneat in his Walk. We have” the Experiences and 
Behaviour of Saints recorded, that we may follow their Steps. 
Heb. I 2. 1. The perfect Example of our Lord Jeſus is ſer before 
us, ſor the faſhioning of our Hearts, and the ordering of our Lives 
Phil. 2. 5. Let the fame Mind be in you which was in Chriſt; looł- 
ing to Feſus, who for the Foy that was ſet before him, endured the 
Crofs, deſpiſed the Shame. Heb. 12. 2. Learn of me, for I am 
Meek. Matth. 11. 29. The Chriſtian Armour is fully deſcri- 
bed Epbeſ. 6. 11. Many other helps might be mentioned, which 
* upright Souls are acquainted with, and have uſed ſucceſsfully, 
The Impediments of a fincere Converſation, are to be ſeen in 
the recover d falls of Siints, the Apoſtacy of Profeffors ; and in 
Scripture warnings and Cautions. By theſe we are taught to 
beware of Self- Confidence, Trifling, Idleneſs, Neglect of = | 


* * by 9). ada" 
race I, Rallinefs, letting-down our Watch, not avoiding Occaſi- 
5 of Sin, loving the World, fear of Man, diſregarding the 
ſt Degrees of Barkſlic ings, evil Company, and Hypocrifi of 
art. The account you alſo have of Satan's violent and wily 
W-rhods, is a great help to prevent his polluting our Converſa- 


A. 4: the Spirit of Chriſt communicates hu gracious Influences 
the Goſpel. | l 

We ſhould ſoon be entangled, faint, and turn aſide to crook- 

Paths, if left to our own Abilities. The Goſpel-Diſcoveries 


ions 

and d Directions are of themſelves inſufficient to cleanſe and eſta- 

1dg- ſh our Hearts and Ways: But the Efficacy of the Goſpel to 

gt. le holy ends, is by the Spirit's Concurreace; and its Glory ie, 
All Wc the Bleſſed Spirit, as the Spirit of Chriſt, ommunicares Life; 


To- ght and Power thereby: it's the Miniftration of this Spirit. 
or; 3. 8. By this it becomes tbe Power of God unto Salvati- 
ſati- . Romans the 1þ, and the 16:6; The Upright oft feels 
ſüpprizing energy in the Word, which has made him 11 
reſiſt Temptations, when probable to overcome him; and 
pported him under ſuch ſuffering as he thought he could never 
dure, It is to the Holy Spirit working by the Truth of the 
olpel, fuch things muſt be aſcribed y he conveyeth Light by 
rds Noſpel· Diſcoveries; he makes the Precepts mighty in the Con- 
od; Fence, the Promiſes and Motives of the Goſpel take hold ori 
ning e Soul, inſinuate into it, and inſpire it with fix'd Reſolutions, 
and d Vertue to purſue them. The Spirit. excites and improves 
eps. oſe gracious Diſpoſitions by the Word, which are moſt ſuita- 
fore Ne to our preſent Duty; he brings ſeaſonable Truths ro remem- 
ives Fance, pleads them, darteth Light upon them, holds them as 
gol Roſe and long to the Eye of the Mind, as is neceſſary to ſhew us 
the Nur preſent work, and carry us through all the Difficulties of it; 
am fing thus led by the Spirit in the Words and walking in him 
ſcri- , 5. 16. 18. by Obedience to his Conduct, we come to have 
nich Er 11 in Godly ſincerity, and fulfill not the Luſts of 
1 N e il ö . | 9 | | 4 
__ Thus 4 have explain'd how the Chriſtian Converſation is led 
d in the Grace of God, vis. by his ſpecial Favour, by inherent 
t to Prace, and bythe Goſpel of Grace, not by one without the other; 
Du- Pe without the ſpecial Favour of God; inherefit Grace and the - 
. * I 2 N 


TY c 
Goſpel were inſufficient ; nay, we had not enjoy'd eitller; di: 
not inherent Grace concur, this Converſation were not our wall 
nor be made up of our Actings. And if it were not by the G 
ſpel, we had wanted a certain Rule for our Duty and hope, whic 
15 neceſſary to Subjects of Moral Government, and been Enth 
faiſts, or treated as meer Stocks: But that the belt Man's Acting 
by this Rule may not detract from the Glory of Divine grac 
we ſee that all the influence of the Goſpel upon our graces, an 
the efficacy of thoſe graces to our walking ſincerely, depend o 
the Operations of the Spirit, as well as they are the bleſſings me 
rited by Chriſt, which are obtain'd by ſuch a Converſation. Wot 


2. Obſ. The way whereby a Chriſtian Converſation becomeW'P 
evident to ones ſelf, is by the Teſtimony of his Conſcience, Vh 
The Mind upon ſerious Reflections, and impartially comp. 
ring our Actings with a Rule, paſſeth Sentence, which Sen 8 
rence is what is called its Teſtimony, as it refers to any unju iS 

? 


Challenge. The real Chriſtian approveth himſelf to God, i 
the Supreme Judge; he that judgeth me àᷣ the Lord. 1 Cor. 
4. He appeals to Men, as far as his outward Actings can mani 
feſt his Integrity : And he appeals to his own Conſcience, and 
approved by it, as far as he knows his own Heart; and this h 
plezds againſt his own groundleſs Suſpicions, and the unjuſt ce 
ſures of others. Lig 
For Explication of this conſider, | 
1. The juſt Teſtimony of the Conſcience is neceſſary to 
tight hope concerning the ſtare of a Chriſtian, | 
The Teſtimony is juſt, when 'tis according to the Goſpel, : 
a rule of Judgment, i. e. when upon enquiry that's found in u 
and done by us, to which the Goſpel promiſeth Salvation; ani 
we are acquitted of that againſt which it pronounceth eterna 
Death. The Goſpel-way of Comfort is to clear your Intere 
in its Priviledges, by the Conſcience witneſſing to your Fait 
and Obedience, None have a fatisfying reaſon of their Hop! 
but ſuch as have 4 good Conſciente as to their Converſation 
Cbriſt. x Pet, 3.15, 16. Our Hearts muſt not condemn us, 
Job. 3. 21. or we can have no confidence towards God. 


2. The joint Witneſs of the Spirit with the Conſcience, give} *. 
a ſatisfying comforting Power to the Teſtimony of the Conſc w 
erice © The Spirit it ſelf beareth Witneſs with our Spirits, that 
| ie ; 
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Ven both iſſue in this reſult, you have the Goſpel infallible, 


-omp Marks of the Sons of God. 


h Se 


unju 


od, 


e tbe Sows f God. Rom. 3. 16. This Privilege here witneſ- 
2d, ſuppoſeth a Witneſſing to all that, without which this 
uſt be in- evident. Therefore the Spirit jointly witneſſeth to 
e Truth of the Goſpel, as to Chriſt's Satis faction, and to thoſe 
romiſes founded thereon, which relax the Conditions of Adop-- 
on. He witneſſeth to our performing of thoſe Conditions; 
vt only by his working them in us, which is h Sealing ws to 
he day ff Redemption. Eph. 4. 30. This ſhall not diſappoint: 
ut yet it is not properly that joint · witneſſing with the Conſcience 
o the in · being of the Terms of Adoption; for the Conſcience 
bes not witneſs thereto in ſuch doubting Saints as prevailingly 
ſpect it. But the Spirit jointly witneſſeth with our Spirits: 


Satan's ſuggeſtions, a conſciouſneſs of the deceit of our hearts 
car of what Powers of Corruption may be hid; a Senſe of 
vhat Reſtraints, or meer common Grace may effect, what Apo- 
ates have attain'd and done, Cc. are ſufficient to weaken the 
Teſtimony of Conſcience when ſingle, and obſtruct our Com- 
ortable Hope; thereſore the witneſs of the Spirit is neceſſary to 
de joyn d with our Spirits to prevent our doubtings, quiet our 
Minds, and aſſure us of his Saving-Work upon us. It is by his 
Light ſhining on our Graces, that our Conſciences bear witneſs 
bereto in the Holy Gloßt. Rom. 9. I. And his Manifeſtations 
and Power joyn'd to this Teſtimony of Conſcience, do produce 
| Satisfaction in our Souls, that we have the Signs, and conſe- 
uently to us belong the Priviledges of the Sons of God, © 
3. The matter atteſted by the Conſcience is not legal Perfe- 


ion, but Sincerity of Grace and Obedience. "= 


It wou'd bear falſe witneſs, if it reſtify that we are innocent or 
perfect ; for, if we ſay we bave no Sin we. deceive our ſelves, and 
the Truth not in us. 1 Joh. 4. 8. A Converſation by the Grace 


Wot God in Simplicity and Godly Sincerity is the heighth of whar 
Paul pretends to, who elſewhere declares concerning himſelf, 


not as tho I had already attained, or were already perfect. No, 
this is not the State or Seaſon when that which # perfect i come. 


Cor. 13. 10. but the Conſcience witneſſeth to Sinceri- 


ty, to an Heart really bent for God, tho? not fo firmly as the 
Chriſt an wou'd find it. It truly believes, tho he is forꝰd to cry, 
Lord help my unbelief. Its Irreconcilable to Sin, tho! he oft com- 
Plains of its violent Matiens and Out · breakings; it really I:keg 


8 . 
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ed approves of Perle tion, and As. that to * 2 nen that 
Indeed, where he hopes to obtain it; tho! to his Sorrow he finds ie 
much imperſection in all his Graces, and all bis Actions. Tou 
may eaſily then collect, that this Sincerity principally conſiſteth, 
in the reality and truth, in what Graces we pretend, and the ve- 
ry Heart being engag'd ; in what good we perſorm; and there-K 
fore it expreſſeth ir (elf more in fervent deſire, than attainments ; 
more in faithful endeavours, than Performances; and oft more 
in the agreeableneſs of Spiritual Bleſbings, than in a joyful aflu- 
| rance that they belong to us. 

3- Obſervation, The juſt Teſtimony of Conſcience to a'Chriſti- 
1 n Sincerity, i bu rejoycing in the approaches of Death. 1 
| Thu # our rejoycing : KEN H0'G notes joyful glorying. I ſhall vid 
Iſt explain in what ſence ti a Chriſtian's rejoycing. 2. Evi- 
dence, that this is a ſufficient ground of rejoycing in the great- 

eſt Danger, and neareſt views of Death. 
Queſt. in what ſence is the Teſtimony of Conſcience to aChri 
Sincerity his Rejoycing 2 © | 
Anſ. 1. Negatvoh. Not that Sincerity is any atonement for 
Sig, or any merit of Goſpel · Bleſſedneſi, or any way to be ſei ee 
in the room of Chriſt. | : 
There be tuo many Faults in the beſt Men, to admit their Ju- * 
. Dification by the Law.of Innocency. And having once ſinned, it, 
all juſt pretence ot Merit is excluded. The Work of Satisfacti- WP* | 
on for Sin, and of meriting impretation of Bleſlings, are proper 
to Chriſt: This he has diſcharg d alone, according to his Fa- 
ther's appointment, and that's ſuppos d in all Goſpel- offers; for i 
for had not he procur d Peace, Pardon, Adoption and Glory; 
he would not invite us to him for obtaining them, nor by them 
inforce his Call to Sinners. The exacteſt Converſation wou'd WP" © 
= be abominable 10 God, Heb. 10. 12, 14. Heb. J. 27. Mat. 22. Ne 
* 2 and uſeleſs to the moſt excellent Perſons, if pleaded in rival- 
1 Chip wich Chriſt. A real Convert knows both Chriſt and himſelf Not 
too well, to glory over Chriſt, ro whom he aſcribes his entire 
Redemption ; humbly acknowledging his beſt Duties cannot a- 
cone for their own Crimes, and when he has done all, he s 


this 


* unprofitable Servant, Luke 17. 10.Asto Expiation andPurchaſe, nal 
| all our repycing is in Chriſt Jeſus, who is alſo our Interceſſor on 
and Author of all our Graces and Abilities, as well as Priviledges, in e 

1. Anſw. Aſfrmatively: The Chriſtian Rejoyceth in the f 


evidence. of Sincerity. A t bu anſw. * 70 the r Pomiſes 0 
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deſcribes the Perſons to whom the Promiſed Salvation belongs; 


— — 


that Bleſſedneſs, which+ Chrif bath merited, Theſe be knows 


and diſcriminates them from all fuch, who ſhall not obtain it. 
{nd be brought them to his Houſe, and rejoyced believing in God. 
Acts 16. 36. This Jaylor under Convictions has ask d our Apo- 


tle, What ſhall I do to be ſaved? Paul anſwereth, Believe in the 


Lord Jeſus, and thouſbalt be ſaved. The Jaylor ſincerely belie- 
ed; that put him into a ſtate of Salvation, though he had not 
nown it: But he had the Teſtimony of his Conſcience, that 
e did believe in ſincerity before he could rejoyce. For as the 

Promiſe gave him no ground of Joy in this Salvation as belonging 


Mo him, unleſs he truly believed in Chriſt : ſo while his faithwas not 
&vident to himſelf, his Intereſt in that Salvation was not evident to 
-im, and conſequemly he could not rejoyce, but continue trem- 
bling. 


But his Intereſt in Chriſt and Salvation being clear- 
d, by his Conſcience witneſſing that he had believed in Chriſt 
n Sincerity, he rejoyced; he rejoyced in Chriſt, and he rejoyced 


in his ſincere Faith too; he was glad of a Saviour and Salvation 


by him; he was glad he was a ſincere Believer, becauſe ſuch Re- 


 Wievers only could obtain Salvation by Chriſt, and all Inſincere 


Believers or Hypocrites were excluded. It was Faith unfeigned, 
it was Faith which worketh by Love, that Paul called him to,; 
it was ſuch a Faith he rejoyced in, and it's obſervable that 
it's ſaid, he waſhed their Wounds. brought them to bis Houſe, and 
t Meat before them, and then it is added, be rejoyced, 

There's no inconſiſtency between rejoycing in Chriſt, and 


Wrejoycing in the Sincerity of our Graces and Actions, otherwiſe 


the Apoltle in my Text greatly offended. I add further, no 
Man can upon Goſpel-grounds rejoyce in one, unleſs he rejoyce 
in the other too. How can we rejoyce in our Sincerity if we te- 
joyce not in Chriſt as our Saviour, ho expiated our Sins, made 
Reconciliation between God and us, purchaſed our Salvation, 


Works all in all by his Spirit, juſtifiech us by his Blood, and makes 


s and our Graces accepted? Can we joy in our Sin cerity end 

ot in Chriſt, when out greateſt ſincerity can do none of thoſe 
things; and if Chriſt had not per formed them,, we had been eter- 
nally miſerable, notwithſtanding our ſincereſt works or graces d 
on the other hand how can we rejoyce in Chriſt if we rejoyce not 
in our ſincerity ? for they are for they are not all Hypocrites ſure 
to periſh, notwithſtanding the Allſu-fficiency of Chriſt and that 
becauſe they are Hypoctites? Chriſt's Righteouſaeſs will 


— 
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not fave bim whoſe Faith « dead Matt. 23. 4. Muſt we 
not rejoyce that we are not Hypocrites, Unbelievers and 
Apoſtates? Fam. 2. 24. 26, Yet this we cannot do without re- 
joycing in our Sincerity, Whereby we are not ſuch. Moreover, 
Chriſt is not ours, nor his ſaving Benefits ours, without Sincerity ; 
for theſe are promiſed to ſincere Believers, and to none elſe. We 
muſt therefore deſpiſe theſe Bleſſings, or doubt God's Promiſe, | 
otherwiſe we muſt rej.-yce in our Sincerity, which diſtinguiſheth us 
from ſuch as the Promiſes belong not to. Finally, can we love 
Chriſt, and not rejoyce in our Sincerity, as his giſt and reſem- 
blance? Though our Joy in the Sincerity of our Graces and 
Ways, is not fo much tor its intrinſick goodneſs, as for the place 
Chriſt has aflign'd to it in the Goſpel-Conſtitution. | | 

Secondly, I hall evidence that this is a ſufficient ground of re- 
Joycing in the greateſt dangers, and neareſt views of Death. 

1. Nothing can juſtly prevent the Joy of a ſincere Chriſtian, 
All juſt doubts mult be from a ſuſpicion of our Integrity; when 
this matter is clear'd, we disbelieve the very ſcope of the Goſpel 
Revelation, if we rejoyce not in the certainty of final Happinels : 
For the Lord will give Grace and Glory, and no good thing will he 

wit hold from them that walk uprightly. Plal. 84 11, 

I yau object the ImperfeCtions of your Graces, though true, I 
anſwer, | 
Fit, Happineſs is by the Goſpel expreſlly promiſed to the 
Sincerity of our Graces, and not to the legal Per fection of 
them. Eph. 6. 24. Grace, i. e. the ſpecial Favour of God inclu- | 
ding true Felicity, even the Chriſtians perfeSted Happineſs is fo 
ca led, 1 Pet. I. 13. Hope to the ewd for the Grace that u ta be 

brought unto you, at the Revelation of Feſus Chriſt. U pon whom 
does the Spirit pronounce this Grace? He tells you, on all them 
that love the Lord Jeſus in Sincerity ; not in full Perfection : 
The like is intended in the Promiſes made to other Graces, as he 
that believes bath everlaſting Life, 1 Tim. 1. 5. is this perſeQed 
Faith? No; the Spirit calls it Faith unfeign d. There is a hear- 
ty reality in thoſe Graces and Works, and ſo they are above 
what is a hearty reality in thoſe Graces and Works, and ſo they 
are above what is a dead Image, or a Counterfeit of what's com- 
manded : But yet they come fhort of that Perfection, which 
the Prece pt injoyns. | | 

Setondly, It's not unbecoming Chriſt to promiſe Happineſs to 

the Sincere Chriltian,tho' Impertet, When God dealt imroediat- 


d Reward ſhou'd be to perfeſt Obedience as the Condition; for remune- 


and ive Jufice had ſo ad juſtèd the Duty and Reward, that the laſt was to be of 


re- s:, and to deprive him of Life whilit Obedieut, had been incongruous Rom. 
ver, .. Moreover, the promiſed Benefit was to be procured by his own Obedience, 
ity ; WH nor purchaſed by another for him, But under the Goſpel GOD deals with 
g by a Mediator, who has anſwer'd the demands of eſſential Juſtice ſo fully, 
t if Siuners were delivered without a change, it would not be impeach d. 


niſe, is Mediator has all ſaving Bleſſings in his hand, as purchaſed by himſelf, and 


th us Ver to diſpenſe them. If he made an offer of them to all Sinners, he muſt 
love le all partakers ot them; or fix ſome Conditions in his offers, eſpecially 
ſem e will judge Men by the offer he makes. If he appoint Conditions they will 


and ſuch, as become him to orda in, both with reſpect to himſelf, and with reſpect 
| the Sinner. And therefore they will be realy good, aud of a kind improve- 
lace to that perfection he deſign d them hereafter; otherwiſe he wow'd not ap- 
holy, nor purſue the end of his coming ; which was to reſtore GO D's [- 

f re- Nge and Government, as well as to obtain Man's Impunity, They muſt give 
& Meetneſs to receive and reliſh his Bleſſings, elſe theſe would be deſpiſed to 

tian, Diſhonour, and Man's Damage, who could not feel a Happineſe in them, 


r incentives to the Love and Service of this bleſſed Redeemer. Sincerity of 
hen ace agrees to all theſe, and whatever is rt of it would palpably fail to do 
opel Bur fur i her, the Conditions would not be wha: exceeded the Power he found, 
gels: Ne to Men, at the time he dehgn'd to inveſt them in the reſpective Bleſ- 
„ess for that muſt render the Offer vain to all, to the impeachment of his 
| {dom and [nregrity ; nor is it likely they ſhould be fo Perfef, as ro exceed 
s deſign in appointing them, which is not ro expiare or merit, nor ſer Men 
ae, I Wove a conſtant humble dependence on himſelf, for the pardon of their Defetts, 
d ro render them acceptable on this fide that Perfection of Heaven, for which 
the is but preparing them in this Lite. | 
Thirdly, We find the ImperteRtion of their Graces is fill ſuppoſe] in thoſe 
om the Promiſes entirle to, and inveſt in, its ſaving Bleſſings. 
iclu- | Beſides the recorded Weakneſſes and Faults of the moſt eminent Saints, whom 
is fo No o own'd for his reconciled Servants, and who were affnred of Salvation, 
to be Abraham, Peter, fc. we find other Reaſons which demonſtrate, that Sin- 
hom {W'ty vas accepted, and Inpeffection ſuppoſed to be conſiſtent with it. I fall 
te only a few; all G O D's Adopted, juſtified People are commanded to 
ow in Grace, 2 Pet, 3. 18. they are declared to have true Grace, and a call 


10N 7 Wh add to growth connotes it; 2 Pet. 1. 5. but there would be no need nor 


as he Nom to grow in Holineſs, if the Graces included in SanRification were perfect. 
Qed Main, the moſt improved Saints on Earth are to pray for Forgiveneſs of 


: pro ved Sons of GO D meet with Chaſtiſemens at G OD's hand, to make 
ov em partakers of his Holineſs, and of the Fruit of Rigteouſneſ+. Heb. 12. 10. 


they . Not to mention the Apoſtle Fohn's three Ranks of real Converts, Little 


come eren, Wang Men, and Fathers ; nor Paul's Babes i | he 

hich Nore Perfect, yet both united to him, 1 Fohn, 2. ns PA 

If we pur theſe together, they will evidence that ſach as GO D approved 

r real Saints, and truly gracious, attain d to no higher than Sincerity: 
: d tho their Graces and Actings were not perfect, they were really Heirs of 03 
d1iat- MWromi'er, and inveſted in laving · Bleſſings as ſincere Perſons, notwithſtanding 


ith Perſect Man by a Law ſuited to his Condition, it was fir that the pro- | 


z this oor Redeemer appoints in the Lord's-Prayer, Furthermore, all the 
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- their Faith, Lore, Fear of him, Cc. and yet not perfect in any of theſe Graces 


you ſhall be judged. The Juſtice of G O D can be no Terror to you, for tha 


us the Viffory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 1 Cor, 15.55, 57. Is ther 


| Chriſt, who is Lord of the unſcen World, and that he is to be our Judge, W 


ImperfeRion. Yea, many of them the Holy Spirit celebrates as eminent fo 


l am larger in Anſwering this Objection, becauſe it's the moſt commos 
Challenge to a Chriſtian's Joy; and this being removed, the reſt will admit 
a briefer Solution. | 

What can hinder the Rejoicing of that Man, who knows he is Sincere 
You may rejoice, notwitftanding the exactneſs of the Law; for you are »e 
deemed from the Curſe of it: Gal. 3. 13. Nor will this be the Law by whic! 


is farished ; yea, through Chriſt it is on your fide, for it's written, That / 
might be juſt, and the juſtifier of him which believeth in Jeſus. Rom. 3 25 
Paſt Szxs, however great and many, mult not affright you, for they ar; 
waſhed away by the Blood of Chriſt ; Rev. 1. 5. they ſhall not be imputecc 
Grieve for Sin as the worſt | Evil, but your ſcalcd Pardon is ground of Joy 
when the Crime is molt hateful and bemoand. | 

Remains of Corruption are burthenſom, yet being conſiſtent with Integrity 
they ought not to prevent your thankful Rejoicing, for you are near a Re 
Zeaſe, and they ſhall not Condemy you. Neither is there any reaſon that th; 


Devil moleſt your Comforts, for you have Conquer'd him in the [Far, bu. 5 ; 
abiding Faithful to the end; and ſhortly he who baffled you in many Skirmiſpe: " 
ſhall be trodaen under your Feet. Rom 16. 20. Death is the laſt Knemy * 


but where Covenant - Sincerity is evident, you may not only Rejoyce, but yo! 
may Glory over it, for Pardon as removed its Sting, and it's become friend!) 
notwithſtanding your natural Averſion to it, Look beyond it, whence it: 


greateſt Terrors came, and you'll find, it leads you to Regions of Light and * 
Joy, ſo that you may with the Apoſtle triumph over it; O death, where i * 
thy Sting? O Grave, where iu thy Viftory.? Thanks be to G O D who gi vet! 


cauſe for Fear or Sadneſs ? that this vile Body, which is the chief Seat of Sin 
1 ſown to riſe a Spiritual Glorious Body; and in the mean time, your JESUS 
the Lord of the other World, will receive your Spirits freed from all Defile/ 


ment, and lodge them among the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect. % 

Thus you find that the Joy which Sincerity affords, is not to be prevent * 
by imper fection of Graces, the Law of Works, the Juſtice of G O D, pal Jed 
Sins, remains of Corruption, nor the Terrors of Death: Bur if I have. no Fh 
enumerated all, you'll find the Apoſtle leaves out no hindrance of your Joo 
uvnremov d: Neither Death, nor Life, nor Angels, nor Powers; things pre if 0 
ent, M ingtge come, ſpall be able to ſeparate us from the Love of Goi hin 
which 14 11 * Re Taſte, Rom, 8. 33, to 39. ure 

2. This Teſtimony vitneſſeth to our Interelt in all thoſe things which Mie 

Her the trueſt Joy to a rectify d Soul. 

A review of a Chriſtian Converſatien is a Pleaſure, not only as it prevent 4 
Horror and Danger, and was in it (elf delightful, as well as uictul to others he 
But the principal Comfort of it is, that it affords a proſpect of all that's ne E 
neſſary to our final conſumate Happineſs. For it aſſures us of our unten with 


behold all his Merits pleading for us, and all thoſe incomprchenſble thing 
which he pray d for in oba 17. 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 26. belong to us, an 
hall be in us fulfilled. We (hall be fully ſanctify'd, made one in the Fathe 
27d Son, as the Fathe; is in the San; poſſeſs that Glory which, Chrilt xe 


/ 


ent fo 
races 
mmoy 

admit 


NCCTCe 
are re 
Which 
or thay 
hat / 


„ 3 294 


ey ary 
npurec 
of Joy 


egrity 


r a Reg 


hat th; 
ur, b 
-miſhe; 
Enemy 
but yo 
friend!) 
ence itt 
phe anc 
phere 


giveth 


s ther: 
t of Sin 
JESUS 
| Defile 


event 
D, pal 


12VE. NO 


our Jo} 


gs pre 


+ of God 
hick Mi 


prevent! 
» others 
hat's ne 
ien wit 
Age. W 
le thing 
us, an 
e Fathe 
hriſt re 


/ 


| eq . F ' ' 
ved; be with Chriſt to behold his Glory; and that Love be in us where 
ith he was loved of the Father: Faith in an unſeen Jeſus now yields a Joy un- 


pen lable and full of Glory, by receiving the fore taſtes of Salvation. 1 Petit, 
. And well ir may, when we read that Prayer of our Lord torerelling our 


appineſs, 


ove, and our Bodies made like his Glerious Body, which ſhincd with ſuch a 


rom all that grieved him, and the full and endleſs enjoyment of all his de- 
res ; yea his enlarged Facultics being filled * all that's agreable ta a mind 


livinely refined, 


3. The intereſt of every ſincere Chriſtian in all this, is abundantly ſecared, 


nd infallibly ſure. 
The ſeaſt uncertainty about things ſo dear to us, would ſhake our Comfort 


and diminiſh our joy. The Concern is ot ſuch moment, that our Minds can't 


be at full reſt, unleſs our Joy be ſuſtain d by uncommon ſupports, eſpecially 
yhen juſt going into Eternity. Our gracious Father conſidered our Frame, 
nd provided that we might have firong Conſolation, and firm and ſleadfaſt - 
pround for our hope ; therefore beſides his Word, in which it is impoſſible for 
him to lie, he confirmed it with an Oath”: Heb. 6. 17. 19, 20. Yea he ſhews, 
s within the Veil, the JESUS our forerunxer entred for us, i. e. as our 
Jead to take poſſeſſion, and prepare a place for-us, and be the fr fl Fruits, and 
pledg of our entring into that glorious State. Joh. 14. 3. What a Foundation 
df Trinmph is this! | 85 ä 
He has alſo added Seals ta his Covenant ſor greater Confirmation, and 
iven us his Son for a Surety of ir, even that Son who ſo Loved us as to dic in 
dur ſtead, and has a concern of great glory in our Salvation. Heb. 7, 22. Be- 
des the aſſurance given us by the Goſpel-· Covenant, he bath revealed ſo much 
f his Covenant of Redemption with our Mediator, as to let us (ee the certain - 
y of our being juified by the Knowledge (or Faith) of Chriſt, and that his 


- 


Sufcrings are imputed to us as our pleadable Severity. Ila. 5 3. 11. Theſe” 


hings with the ſheddiag of his Love in our Hearts, and the experience we. 
ready have of his Truth and Love, ſtrengthen our joy by the Impoſibilizy. 
f a Diſapointment. | | | 


Eternity, When you bchold your Rieber vain, your Friends uſeleſs and all 
he World emptineſs itſelf; It will be a ſolid comfort, that you have Bread to 
at which the World knows nor, you have what do ſupport and refreſh you, 
ven lively hopes in a dying Hour, aad all above and within Peace, upon 
he Evidence of Sincerity; whereas your prof Mon without Sincerity, your 
reateſt performances without Sincerity, your Geſpel enjoyments and Gifts 
ithout Sincerity, myſt appear too infignificant and weak to bear up your 
ouls, What joy muſt it be, that God has made you upright! And that he 
pproves yuyr appesl to him, that the Graces you had, cho ſmall, were p et 


— 


6 


Need I ſubjoin that aſſurance is given us, that Chriſt will receive our Spirits, N 
to preſent them as gloriow and unſported as is beſeeming his Spouſe and. the 
members of his Body. Eph. 3 27. Our Souls ſhall be perfected in Light and 


uſtre in his Transfiguration. This is a Teftimony, that our names are writ= 
en in the Book of Life, that the unfading Crown of Glory (hall etcrnally reſt 
on our heads, and we ſhall be admitted to drank of thoſe Rivers of Pleaſures 
which are at Gods right hand, Pſ. 16. 11. Who can forbear rejoycing in 
dying Pangs and Pains ? when he beholds himſclf ſo near a full deliverance 


4 He'll find that xothing withone this will afford joy in a dying Hoer, or 
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3 ttial on a Death-bed, you'll find a ſtare ſo long negleRed can ſcarce yield goo 
grounds for a comfortable Sentence; and the Conſcience will be unfit to paſ 


* +4 
2 1 1 
Z % . 
ah 8 


1 — 


| | 4 PF | | 
+  Fincere and your walk was in Integrity tho full of imperfections. Moreover in 


Eternity you'll ſee that not only profeſſion, and hopes but Chriſt himſelf will be 
of no ſaving uſe to Hypocrites, how then may your Hearts rejoyce: That the 
Spirit of Chriſt faſhioned your Hearts arig ht, that the Fruits of the Spirit in you 
were lin truth; Eph, 5. 9. and ſo he prevented that Hypocriſie, by which the 
Poliſp Virgins, and the Man without the Wedding-Garment do periſh Eternally. 


Exhortation, 1. Be all perſwaded to take this Courſe for your rejoycing | 
under the Sentence of Death. See that Conſcience can give you this Teſtimony, WW 
chat your Converſation has not been with Fleſhly Wiſdom, bur by the Grace | 
of God, in Simplicity and Godly Sincerity. Its not long before Death will | 

certainly arreſt you, wow is the time of preparing for the reviews of Con- 


ſcience, and it will give ſome Teſtimony, whether you will or ng. Self love 
will awaken it to ſpeak upon the approaches of Eternity, unleſs by fupidneſs, 
you carry the plaineſt mark of your Damnation. 

It will judge with another light, cloſeneſs, and power than at preſent. For 


the awfol views of GOD's Bar, of Heaven and Hell, when ſo near you; will | 


try the Teſtimony which Conſcience now giveth at another rate than you 
can imagine in Health. Many will find Conſcience blaſt their former Peace, 
and to revoke its own flattering Sentence which it gave when aſleep by ſpiri- 
tual Sloth, or bribed by Luſt. ; 

It will judge then, not by mens opinion, but by the Goſpel Rule. It will 
arraiga not a few particular acts, but the ſcope of your lives. It will ſearch 
your very Inwards, Prov. 20. 27 the frame of your Hearts; your prevailing 
end; in what good you performed; and not Sentence only by External Acti- 
ons. It will take Cognizance of your private Works, and remember much 
that you now forget; yea mark many things, for Faults which you accounted 
innocent. It will baffle many of thoſe excsſes, which ir now allows; and diſpiſe 
many things, by which you think your crimes extenuated. On ſuch accounts, 
yo find need of utmoſt Care in ſo ordering your Converſation, as to find the 
Teſtimony of your Conſciences affording you ground of joy in a dying hour. 


Bat if it juſtly paſs Sentence againſt you, death will be a King of Terrors : If 
brand you as [ypocrites, How much more will & O D condemn you, who 


it greater than your Conſcience ? John 3. 20. greater in Light and Purity, to 
find matter of Accuſation ; and greater in power, to faſten Conviction on the 
Mind, and to enflame it with the ſence of Guilt and Danger. 
Exhort. 2. Frequently examin your (tate in Health, and do it alſo when you 
ſoon expect to die. If you oft examin your ſelves in Health, it will tend to 
your eternal Safety; for if you perceive your danger, you will be awakned to 
prevent it, by improving the proper ſeaſons. Nor will it be a ſmall help to your 
rejoicing in the Teſtimony which Conſcience gives on a Death · bed, that it is 
what has been often examined, and at leaſure. Whereas its a ſign that Man's 
Condition is not good, who never tries it; for this declares him too ſtupid, and 
_ careleſs about his Salvation, to be a living Saint. And if you begin this Self 


any juſt Sentence, becauſe unaccuſtomed, and unskilfull in trying and judging 
of your Condition. Oft then Try your own ſelves ; 2 Cor. 13, 5. you'll find © 
a Sick-bed there was uſe and need of doing it off. One time may reQifie thi 
miſtakes of another, at leaſt whar paſt a frequent enquiry will be more confirm' 
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Neglect not to examine it over again on a Death bea, take the adrantage ot 


its awaking views, and of the nearer approaches G O D uſually makes to the 


Soul, when half ſeparated from the Body. If a rejoicing Teſtimony will bear 
the ſight of GO D's Bar at hand, your Comfort will be eſtabliſhed. If it hould 


prove falſe there's more hope in applying to Chriſt for your Converlion on a 


Sick-Bed ( however ſuſpicious it be) than after Death. 


Exhort. 3. Be careful that the Teſtimony of your Conſcience be true and juſt, 
Ie may be, yea too often is falſe. The Hypocrites ungrounded hopes are 


founded in a lying Conſcience, and the unjuſt Tears of a Sincere Chriſtian, pro- 
ceed from a miſtaken Conſcience. The Hypocrite is hereby ſecure in a bad ſtate, 
which he neglects to alter in his day of Grace; and thereby his eternal Miſery 
is more grievous, as he is diſappoinred, and alfo aſhamed of his Folly ; becauſe 
the grounds of his Hopes were ſo eaſily diſcernable to be weak and falſe ; had 
he been true to himſelf. 

The Doubting Chriſtian's miſtakes ſhall not hazard his Salvation; becauſe its 


the Sentence of Chriſt which is deciſi ve; and that will be according to the Truth 


ofevery Man's Cafe; and not the miſtalen Opinion of Men. But yet his Doubts 
abate his Rejoicing, as long as they prevail. They oft hinder his growth, by 
cauſing him to ſpend that time in ui Complaints, which ought to be em- 
ploy d in growing in Grace, whereby it vou d become more viſible. He diſcou- 
rageth weak Saints, and too oft proves St umbling - block to the Wicked, 

I call each of you to be ſollicitous chat Conſcience give a right Teſtimony, 
ſeeing error in this Affair is fo fatal. To help you in this, take theſe Directions. 
Be ſolemn and impartial in our Scarch , pray the Spirit to witneſs with your 
Spirits, and ſtrictly avoid whatever provokes him to with-hold his Teſtimony, 
The Hypocrite needs this for his effectual ConviFion, The Belicver needs it 
for his Comfort, Joh, 16. 1. Again, be ſure the Rule you try be juſt and ſuf- 
ficient to decide your Caſe, when Sentence paſſeth. Nothing below the Goſpel 
is che true kale; and therefore conclude, you mult be free from all that agaipſt 
which the Goſpel pronounceth Death; and what this promiſeth Life to, be and 
do in Truth, That which is moſt obvious and ſure to give in as Evidence is m 
Text as before Explain d; for inward Habits are not ſo plain, and without 2 


ſincere Converſation, they are in vain prerended ; nor can they be wanting 
where this is maintain'd to the end, | 


- 


The Text as I have explain d it, will give you three Cautions which are uſes. _ 


ful to prevent a falſe Sentence in favour of Hypocriſy, 

1. See that what you do eſteem to be godly Acts, be perform'd by the 
Grace of GOD. 2. That the Scope of your whole Converſation be directed 
with a ſincere reſpect to G OD, and to his Will, and not by Fleſhly Wiſdom. 

3 That what Faults you are chargeable with be not inconſiſtent with Godly 
Sincerity. Tou are to mourn for, and faithfully endeavour to reform all Faults ; 
but let thoſe that ſeem by their power and intereſt in your Hearts to be a chal- 


lenge to Sincerity ; ſtrike deep in your Concern to mortify them, that you be 
not deccived, | 


4+ Exhortation, What juſt Teſtimony your Conſcience gives, receive it, aud 7% 


be ſuitably affected. If ir be true and plain againſt you, as a Hypocrite, caſt 
avay your falſe Hepes, apply to thyſelf the Threatuings of the Goſpel, berake 
you to Chriſt for Healing ; lie with hamility in the way oft he Spirit, ducly ar- 
tending on the wears of Grace; and be much in Prayer for his Regenerating 
Grace, longing to receive it, and ready to improve all that cends thereto. 
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ways and account Wy duty to rejoyce. Maintain this joy againſt all Chal- 
lenges, by freſh applications to Chriſt ; yea quit it not, unleſs you prove fuck 


-* backſliders, as ro have reaſon roqueſtion your integrity This Teſtimony when 


juſt is recorded above, and of thit uſe, that no temptation ſhould hinder: your 
faying with him, I/ not remove my integrity from me; my Righteouſneſs 
I hold faſt, I will not let it go, Job 27. f. 6, 

The Character in the Text bel»nged as much, and was exemplified as plainly 
in out worthy Brother deceaſed, as in moſt. He well underſtood, that is joy in 
a dying Hour muſt (in Subordination ro Chriſt ) depend on the practice of it. 
That he might bind his Soul the taſter, and with more freedom deriveRtrength 
from Chriſt to perform it ; he ſolemaly ſubſcribed a Covenant with his GO D. 
For the ſtricter obſerving his converſation, he kept a Diary, that by revie# 
he might gain Experience, and rectiſie Miſtakes ; But this, [ fear is deſtroy d. 

He earred berimes into Heaven's way, and held it to the laſt; nor repenting 
his Choice,tho? oft bewailing his Impertections. How may this encourage young 
Converts to perſevere ! What a Crown of Glory n it to the hoary head to be 
bus found in the ways if Righteouſneſs ; your Paſtor was Aged Seventy Seven 
Years, and with old Policarpus declared, that tho' I have long ſerved him, I 
have always found him a good Maſter, and therefore I cannot forfake him. Un- 
defiled Religion was his buſineſs: to his utmoſt he promoted this in others: to 
cxpreſs the Power of it he applied himſelf, both as a Chriſt an and as a Miniſter, 
As a Chriſtian, his Converſation was of a piece, regulated by the word of GOD, 
which he profeſſed to ſer always before him, and this appear d in his private Be- 
haviour, his walk in his Houſe, and the Diſcharge of relative Duties: he refus d 
not the Burthen he bound on others, and confirm*d his Doctrine by his PraQiſe; 
Fleſply Wiſdom was not his Guide, bur ſo far from tricking, that he was rather 
too blunt and plain. * OLE 

None more importunate in preſſing holy Diligence, and few expreſtꝰd a more 
humble Dependance on the Grace of Chriſt; which he knew how to make con- 
ſiſtent in his Practice and Doctrine too. His Croſſes, which were neither fewnor 
mall, he endur d with ſubmiſſive Patience. He too much affected privacy, I ſay 


too much, becauſe his publick Uſefulneſs was thereby leſſen d as to ſome lnſtan- 


ces: For this he Apologiz d ( when blam'd) by his unfitneſs ro walk, with ſome 
other Reaſons. Yer he made his Advantage of it, by cloſer converſes with his 
own Heart, and better preparations for his publick Labours. But whar paſt be- 
tween G O D and his own Soul, he ſtudiouſly conceal'd from an humble Mode- 

,or we had known more of what vater d and warm'd that Root, which brought 
forth ſuch aſſectionate, lively, and abundant Fruit in his Miniſtry, which cou'd 
not be vail'd. This leads me to ſpeak of him as a Miniſter of the Goſpel, He was 
Skilful in his Work, being greatly fitted to divide the Word aright. and ro 
common Edification, He was Sound in the Faith, except Men will call him Hete- 
todox, for avoiding Extremes, or for more aptly expreſſing Truths than Men 


leſs accurate, or leſs honeſt, chuſe to do; or for holding fuch Poſitions as are ne- 


ceſſary to make his Preaching cenfiftenc with it (elf, and conducive tothe Ends 
of its laſtitution. He managed his Miniſterial Work with Chriſtian Sincerity. 
It was not after the Fleſh he Preached ; for tho* bis Learning was great, it 
was not with the Wiſdom of Mans Words that he diſpenſed the Truth of the 
Goſpel; well knowing, that ſuch affectation was not likely to be attended with 


the Divine Bleſhog; and that fuch Words in themſelves are unapt to edify-the 
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ter part of our Auditors, if any. He Preathed as one believing wath 
faid ; one fearing the aweful account he was to give, and ſenſible that the 
fuck Wiſequences of his Minifirations were too great to be triſſed about. The 
then pon, of his Warfare, were not Carnal but Spiritual, mighty thro' God, 10. 
our pulling down of ftrong Holds. Scripture Revelation in Scripture Language, A 
fneſi d the Subſtance of his Diſcourſes; tho? he neglected not to reaſon ſtrong 
on Subjects determinable by the Light of Nature. VB pas. 
inly WCarnal Advantagerhad no power over the Dictates of his Conſcience, He D 
y in ole to be ejeſted our of his Pariſh Alphage, without any Proſpect of a ſubſi ? i 


2 
f ir. Noce for his por Family, rather than Conform againit his Light. Fidelity to 3 
gth God made him prefer Reproaches, Contempt Poverty and Ferſecution, be- - 4 
2 D. Je Honour and Plenty, in a way he apprehended ſinful, The ſame Temper | J 
ries over'd it ſelf in his avoiding all carnal ſhifts to enrich himſelf, when a Non- | Fo 
J. aformiſt. He neither courted nor flatter d the Rich, undermined not his 


ting echren, preach'd not ſmooth things. He urged Goſpel Precepts, when no 
ung aching would pleaſe many, if it inſiſted on any Duty,. He preach'd Privile- 
'o be WW in a right Seaſon and fir Manner, as motives to Sinners to cloſe with Chriſt, 
even not as Pillows to make them ſecure, by neglecting to tell them, they belongs 
n, I not to them whilſt unconverted. He preach'd them as an encouragement to 
Un Fats for obedience and growth, but he call'd them to clear their latereſt by 
3: te ripture Signs, and taught them the Duties, which Benefits were inducementa 
ſter, ¶ perform, He preached Chriſt in all his Offices, and tho explain d what Chriſt 
OD, Wh ſaffer'd, yet did not preach as if Chriſt's expiatory work were unfiniſn d, ar 
Be- et his dying would fave Sinners in their Impeniteney ; or as if Chriſt were 2 
us d l in bis humble State, without a Throne, whence he gave forth his Com- 
iſe; Winds, and without a Kingdom wherem he ruled by Laws and Power, and * 
cher Wrhour a Tribunal, before which all Men good and bad mult ſtand and be judgs - * 
No, he preach'd the Goſpel of the Croſs and of the Kingdom too. | 
nore He preach'd as one knowing both God and han; as knowing God, and thence. 
con- Wunacd not ro declare his whole Counſel ; what he declares and what he re- 
nor {Wires ; conditional Promiſes to Grace, and the abſolute Promiſes of Grace. Ag 
ſay Wowing Men, and therefore impreſſed their hope aud fear in his calls to them, 
tan- Wmforcably to the Miniſtry of Chriſt, and all his faichful Meſſengers, who 
ome Wck'd the Goſpel-Call with Promiſes and Threatnings. One Reaſon why this 
1 his cellent Perſon was à Boanarges, oft ſetting before Men God's Threatnings, 
be- Mas, that where the Goſpel is Hiſtorically believed, unregenerated Men are apt 
ode- ¶ be ſecure Hypoctites : For they believe that Chriſt died for our Sins, and 
ght Wd God is ready to forgive them, and will forgive all who believe, Theſe 
ou'd en being Bapriz'd, wearing the Chriſtian Name, and taking an Hiſtorical tem- 
was rary Faith for ſaving Faith, they flatter themſelves, that all the Privileges of 
d ro he Goſpel and Salvation belong to them: This cauſed him to pluck Men as 
Ere- Nands out of the burning, aud to perſuade them, as knowing the Terrors of the 


Men Word; that their blood might not lie at his Door, by not warning them of their +4 
ne · Panger. His Sincerity by the Grace of God mad his Labours abundant,breathing 0 

Ends prth a zeal for God in each. He train'd up ſeveral young Men, (among whom "= 
fry. is worthy Son is one) for rhe Miniſtry, moſt of whom ſhine as eminent Lights #1, 


it, ic ¶ the Church. His pains in Carec hiſing were great, to which he urged Miniſters, . 
the r the propogating of knowledge, cftabliſhment-in the truth, and preparing 
with Perſons for ſaving advantage by the Miniſtry. He Printed many Books for com- 
y thie on benefit, and with great acceptance, as che many editions ofchagiatahegee - © 
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x San i felt e preach'd dre {> = Wi or with 000 e * 
| | EE mar of Weakneſs N yea Pains muſt quite diſable him, hey. could” . 
bum out bf the Pulpit; a Life prolong d td unuſe fulneſs N ee 
Eeͤtedh as the greateſt Trial. God favour'd his z.-alousdyligfice and lig 
de prevented his fear of out living his uſefulneſs; bifty three years he ry 
FChriſt in the Goſpel, yer he remained capable ot ſervice T0 Hit laſt Week. IT 
der Sabbath before his Death lie preach d, and Catechud wph great vigou 
His zeal carried him to build the firſt Meeting- Houſe in London, and there 
* 'd the way for many Minſter 5, with more freedom to enter upon greate 
1 Service. This faithful Servant of Chriſt is the laſt of the: London Miniſtexs e 
* Aged by that fad AF of Uuiformity; few of whom had word Seals to tber A 
. niſtry, thd all of them were too uſeful to be ſilenc'd for unmſtikhhted Invention 
RM without ſuch Guilt as requires Repentanee, before Enzland be ſecure Hig lab 
„ - rious life is come to an end, but then bgnal kindneſs, did not forſake him; 
had oft among other things deſir d tliat he might de able toſay at, Death, h 
peace was made with God, his Kequeſt was aſwer d in that as well as in the rei 
For being defir'd when ſpeechleſs to ſignifie his. ſatis faction as to his getnalst: 
_ dylitting up his Hand, he readily lifred up his Hand. Mark the per fad M. 
and be bold the Upright, for the end of that Man u Peace. 
„Won bt People Have acquitted your ſelves to your Paſtor with great affect; 
Aud eſteem ; V hen the miniſterial Office is generally deſpis d: Lou have. ke 
ſtedtaſt in a guidy Age, and liv'd in Peace amidſt too manyebroken Churches 
pet ferioufly remember, yoy have many helps to account for, and mult peri 
vere, unleſs you have begun in vain. It's ground of thaykfulneſs-rhar his rec 
WW | veries were ſo freqttenit, and that God reſpited his precious life ſo long. Ne v 
1 EY theleſs, to bebereav'dof him while he remain'd ſo uſeful; iy.a-rebake;and mi 
b dea cauſe of Gfief to you, who have loſt him in an experient d Guide ; one w] 
vas pn ny > vithche ſtare of your Souls, - able to relolve: your = a1 


Toa l hear no more his importunate calls to awaken, D 
mis. Vou'll ſee him no more, till voumettin the other World ; to prepare q 
for which, his labours were ſo abundant, and. well · fitted. To that World you a 
haſtning after him. Death is notfar from. any of you;look all to it, hat he ben 
3 found a Witneſs againſt any of you for your unproſitableneſs; which he m 
17 be if you be found graceleſs Hy pocrites, notwithſtanding a Name to live, B 
' how great will your mutual ſatisf action prove inthe Great Day! when you 2 
found to be his rejoycing and his Crown. Such of you as were very nearly relat 
to him as a Father in the fleſh, are highly oblig d ro honour his Name by 
«Chriſtian Walk. Remember his Datication of yoo, by performing your Vo 
"Apſier his care in your education, by a ſound;Judgment and Holineſs. of Li 
de alſo ſolicitous that the unfeigned Religion which deſcended to Jou, be inc 
ſtriouſly propagated to your Offspring. I heartily pray, that we ſyrxiviag . 
niſſers may have a ſupply of that Spirit, by which he with the othet ejccted 1 
* niſters were ſuch common bleſſings, in their ſold judgment, truly profiral 
« Labours, ſerious Self-denying Spirits, and a fincere Converſations May all y; 
; —— 7 People, his Relations, and we Miniſters, remember to, follow him an, Fai 
„„ > "and Sincerity, conſicering the end of his Converſation, Teſus Chriſt, the, ſar 
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